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A Changing Landscape

• Change across the Southern Connected Basin
– Growing demand

– Changing ownership

– Changing climate

– Changing river conditions

• Two main changes for river operations
– Environmental water use

– Horticulture growth



Increasing Horticulture Demand



The Location is the Risk



Imagery of the Barmah Choke



The Risks

• Barmah Choke capacity – 9,500 ML/day (and decreasing)
• Tributary capacity (eg lower Goulburn River)
• Concentration of demand timing

– Summer

• Concentration of demand location
– Downstream of the Goulburn Murray Irrigation District

– Further away from the major storages

• Operational levers exist



Risk Mitigation Options



What Else is Happening?

• Information provision
– Water availability

– Operations

– Fact sheets (eg delivery shortfall risks, future water availability)

• System planning
– MDBA Annual Operating Plan, including inter-valley trade resources

– Managing water orders

• Rules reviews
– Victorian trading rules (eg inter-valley trade limits)



Conclusion

• Risks are difficult to quantify
– Many variables

– Continually evolving

– Short-term temperature peaks are the greatest threat

• Agencies are planning collaboratively
– Communications to water users

– Policies

– Sharing arrangements



More Information

• Murray-Darling Basin Authority
– www.mdba.gov.au

• Northern Victorian Resource Manager
– www.nvrm.net.au

• Victorian Water Register
– www.waterregister.vic.gov.au

http://www.mdba.gov.au/
http://www.nvrm.net.au/
http://www.waterregister.vic.gov.au/
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