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R&D Forum

Background
• ABA commissioned QCIFY to consolidate QC data across all the businesses for the period spanning 2022-2024.

• Data has been aggregated and anonymous.

• One of the objectives was to identify whether there was evidence to support the view across industry that NP 
quality has been declining in recent seasons.

• It is high level, not possible to split data between regions.

• Data consists of 110,404 samples, 7 locations, 18 machines over the three-year period.

• QCIFY application declined in 2024 and therefore number of samples taken using this equipment reduced 
considerably from 2023 to 2024 (may influence results).



Defect Analysis



Variety Split



Sampling ratio – main varieties
Variety 2022 2023 2024 Total

NONPAREIL 20437 19712 5528 45677

CARMEL 14527 15137 4619 34283

MONTEREY 3555 9410 3178 16143

PRICE 3969 1465 276 5710

WOODCOLONY 285 1465 583 2333

MIXED 1171 777 376 2324

PEERLESS 609 783 203 1595

OTHER 478 1246 615 2339

Total 45031 49995 15378 110404



Specific defects by variety

QCIFY aggregated data DMR = Decay/Mould/Rancid



Chip & Scratch Analysis

C&S measured across two categories – 6.4mm & 3.2mm

NP C&S levels may be reflection of lower moistures over the period – indicatively:

2022 – 5%, 2023 - 4.5%, 2024 – 4%.
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