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* Murray-Darling Basin Plan
* Whatis it?
* How’s it going?
* How did we get here?
* Where to next?

* Advocacy approaches
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Murray-Darling Basin Plan: what is it?

MDB WATER BALANCE

SDL Diversion - (rrigators, towns licences

28%
Aim: To address ‘over-allocation’ by
establishing Sustainable Diversion
Limits (SDLs), and reducing water
Environment - Other usage to comply with these new limits.
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Murray-Darling Basin Plan: how’s it going?

Sustainable Diversion Limits (SDLs) have been
established, and came into effectin 2019. Full
compliance with SDLs* has been achieved.

Sustainable Diversion Limit Outcomes in the Murray Darling Basin
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Diversions in the Basin have, at most times, halved from pre-
Plan levels.
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Murray-Darling Basin Plan: how did we get there?

Target Progress Remaining % complete
(as of 30 June 2025)

Bridgingthe Gap 2,075GL 2,068.7 GL 6.9 GL 99.6%
SDLAM 605 GL 209t0 415 GL/y 190-315 GL 35% - 69%
Supply & (estimate) (estimate)
Constraints
SDLAM 62 GL 124.4 GL 0GL 100% of minimum
Additional HEW (can go up to 450 GL) gg-g g:: Eféi\(,:\;ency (325.6 GL possible)
(‘the 4507) ' 28% of maximum

Expected deliverability of projects by 31 December 2026

No SDL Offset/ Withdrawn |ID

Combined with pre-Plan water recovery programs, there has
been a transfer of nearly one-third of consumptive water

K
e = entitlements to the environment.
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Murray-Darling Basin Plan: how’s it going?

2025 Basin Plan Evaluation and Sustainable Rivers Audit
> Good outcomes for flow-based indicators

> Poorer outcomes for non-flow-based (native fish)

> Good evidence towards complementary measures

> Builds MDBA case for constraints

> Challenges with socio economic

“Water for the environmentis essential, but on its own is
likely not sufficient. Factors such as water quality, riparian
and floodplain management, pest control, instream habitat,
river operations, constraints and works, and environmental
water portfolio management are also crucial to achieve
environmental outcomes.”

NA® (NA)"

NA® (NA)* NA® (NAY*

Wimmera NA" (NAY" NA® (NA)"
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\ & Advocacy-NIC Basin Plan Review

Complementing
water
management

With non-water
measures

Australian
Farm Institute

~ Freak, C & Lowein, Z (2025), The hydro-llogical cycle: Breaking the crisis mindset of water policy with the O O
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Water Sharing Water management
Sustainable Optimising the
sharing of water management of each
resources share to maximise
otucomes
FPJ2202 - Freak, C & Lowein, Z (2025), The hydro-illogical cycle:
. Breaking the crisis mindset of water policy with the Triple
Academic Crown of Water Reform Framework
approach to =B

BP Review

New thinking about agriculture
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MOVING
FORWARDS:
OUR REVIEW OF
THE MURRAY
DARLING BASIN
PLAN

Advocating for the Australian irrigated agriculture industry

Moving Forwards: A Review of the Murray



u How we advocate

Ethos
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Reputation of ABA/
Produce/identify Commuplcatlons: |ndustry, |ndustry
—— . ——  Story-telling, human — credentials, social
evidence-base - . . .
face, public narrative licence commitments
to sustainability
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* Upcoming NIC campaign: Basin Plan,O — Don’t Just Add Water

* NIC Cross-Commodity Forum

* Focus on shared messaging, collaboration and data challenges
* NIC social licence work program

* ‘Ourpledge’ similar to Seafood Industry
 Working with partners — MDA, research institutes, scientists, etc
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